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a pure mind. He had a disciple by name Siddhan.
Siddhan was capable swordsman and was proud of his
ability. He became a rival to his guru and earned more
than his guru.

He became avaricious and wanted to drive his
Guru out of Madurai so that he could add to his own
earnings. He slowly prevailed upon the persons who
were learning from his Guru to become his own
(Siddhan's) disciples. He also made overtures to his
Guru's wife and, one day, during his Guru's absence, he
went to the Guru's house and dragged his wife. She was
enraged and threw him out and closed the door. She was
distressed at her helplessness and prayed to Lord
Somasundareswara for help. Lord Somasundareswara
took the form of the Guru and challenged Siddhan for a
sword fight. Siddhan agreed. A fierce fight ensued.
Finally the Lord in the form of the Guru warned Siddhan
to protect his body which had committed the great sin of
undesirable union with his Guru's wife and had also
assaulted her. The Lord severed Siddhan's limbs and
nead one after the other. The disciples of the successful
swordsman went to his house and told his wife about the
fight that took place. Her husband who just then returned
from the temple was surprised at what they had said
and denied his having fought with Siddhan and having
killed him. It became plain now that the Lord had
performed this leela out of his infinite kindness.

The Guru's wife then told them about Siddhan's
behaviour and her prayers to the Lord for help. The
Lord's words during the fight when he stayed Siddhan's
bore out the words of the Guru's wife and all were happy
and thankful to God.